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TO
MAJOR GENERAL SIR COLIN HALKETT,
' KNIGHT COMMANDER OF THE BATH,
GRAND CROSS OF THE GUELPHIC ORDER,

COLONEL OF THE 31st REGIMENT.

&e. &ec. &e.

Sir,

I feel very great satisfaction in availing myself
of the permission which you have given me to
dedicate to you the accompanying Narrative.
The urbanity and consideration which have inva-
riably marked your conduct towards those under
your command, claim at their hands the best
tribute of respect which they may be able to
render.

With the highest regard,
I have the honour to remain, Sir,

Your most obliged and humble servant,

" TuHE AUTHOR.






ADVERTISEMENT.

IT may be necessary for the Author to state
that the present volume was commenced from
a simple desire of laying before his countrymen
such details relative to the late victorious Cam-
paign in Affghanistan, as occurred under his own
immediate observation and experience. He ven-
tures to hope that the plain unvarnished narra-
tive of the strange circumstances, and of the hard-
ships and dangers encountered and surmounted
by our gallant soldiers in the far East, will not
prove unacceptable to the numerous readers who
must feel interested in their perilous adventures
and exploits, which so materially conduced to
determine the extent of the British rule in India
at the present moment.

The writer has, moreover, endeavoured to re-
cord his impressions of the wonders that every
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where greeted him on his arrival in the East, the
plains and jungles of which attracted his ardour as
a sportsman ; and he trusts that the few precepts
and lessons which he has introduced for the be-
nefit of his younger * brothers in arms,” as well
as for those who are about to embrace the pro-
fession, may not be altogether without their value.

J. GREENWOOD.

Cumberland Terrace,
Regent’s Park,
March 1844.
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NARRATIVE,
&e.

CHAPTER 1.

Original destination—Early visions of greatness—Hanover
and its Military Academy—A commission obtained, and
its first effects on the mind—The depdt and its occu-
pations— Preparations for India, and advice to young
officers.

GRrEAT individuals are often ushered into the
world by strange events. None of these porten-
tous signs, I believe, occurred at my nativity. I
entered upon this busy universe of ours in a
very common-place manner, without shewing any
particular signs of one day being likely to set the
Thames on fire, or of performing any equally
extraordinary feat.

B



2 EARLY VISIONS,

My dear mother intended me for the Church,
in which, of course, I was to be a shining light ;
in fact, nothing but the Archbishopric of Canter-
bury seemed to her fond imagination to be the
goal which I was destined to attain. Reading 1
delighted in as a child; but the lives of Lord
Nelson, our illustrious Duke, and Napoleon Buo-
naparte were the themes on which I doated ; and
-while my kind parents delighted their fond hearts
with the idea of what a scholar their dear studious
boy would one day be, I was treasuring up in my
young mind the accounts of all my heroes’ bat-
tles, and hugging the thought, foolish child as
I was, that one day my achievements might rival -
theirs, and England ring again with the story of
my victories, That was the age of romance, and
it passed away; but when I arrived at maturer
years, I still determined to be nothing but a sol-
dier. Then, however, instead of leading armies
and ruling the destinies of empires, the command
of a regiment was the summit of my hopes.

My kind parents, although disappointed in
their anticipations of my becoming a learned
prelate, lent their best endeavours to forward
my views in the only profession that I would
hear“of. But a commission was not quite to
be had for the asking; and on application they
heard that some months, perhaps years, must
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elapse before I had any chance of obtaining a
legitimate right to be shot at for five and three-
pence a-day, which, be it known to my non-
militant readers, is the pay of an ensign in the
army.

An old friend of my father, a distinguished
military officer, recommended my being sent to
spend the intervening time in Germany, there to
lay the foundation of a military education, which
might be of service to me in after years. Ac-
cordingly, I was started in a steamer to Hamburg,
whence, for the first time master of my own
actions, I was to find my way to Hanover where
I was duly expected at a species of military
academy kept by an officer formerly, I believe,
belonging to the German Legion. To effect this
object, my indulgent father had given me more
money than I ever dreamt of so soon possessing ;
and as I paced the deck, and jingled the gold in
my pocket, I fancied myself a millionnaire about to
create no little sensation in the weak minds of
the foreigners among whom I was to sojourn.

On board the vessel I had a small division
allotted to me for a bed, much resembling one of
the shelves in my dear mother’s linen-closet, and
in which I could neither lie down nor sit upright ;
while above me I had a Russian officer who
suffered dreadfully with the maladie de mer, and

B 2



4 HANOVER.

a German underneath who never got out of bed
during the whole time we were on board, and did
nothing but drink schnapps, and follow the
example of my northern friend in the upper
shelf. This was rather too much of a good
thing, and as I suffered none of the inconvenience
to which my fellow voyagers were martyrs, 1
remained on deck and picked out the softest
plank I could find for a couch, decidedly prefer-
ring a bivouac in the open air to the vile atmos-
phere below.

Most persons have been on board a steamer,
and all steamers are very much alike, the same
rumbling, grumbling, and groaning of machinery ;
the same thump, thump, thump of the paddle-
wheels ; the same abominable smells in every
part of the vessel; and the same odd-looking
people among the passengers. In due course of
time we arrived at Hamburg, where I remained a
few days, and then proceeded to my destination.

Hanover is, or was in my time, a dull place,
inhabited by dull people, who gave dull parties,
with a great deal of ceremony, and very little to
eat. But there was a nice little theatre there,
and the music was superlatively good, This is
generally the case in Germany, the musical taste
of the people being too well cultivated to allow of
their listening to any but the best performances.
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Lounging in the shops the greater part of the
day, and then passing the evening at the opera,
were the usual expedients which the young En-
glishmen there made use of to kill the time,
which their friends in England no doubt per-
suaded themselves was devoted to their studies.
I think it a decided mistake for parents to send
their sons to any establishment on the continent.
They can learn nothing there that could not be
taught them better at home, and the terms of
these places are generally very exorbitant.

I think nothing more desirable for the young
military aspirant than travel on the continent;
but his time would be better employed in making
a tour, with a competent person to attend him,
than wasting it at any species of academy, and
the cost would be decidedly less. Indeed I have
heard the observation from many young men
whom I knew at Hanover and have since met,
that the bills sent home to their friends from
Germany, greatly exceeded what a first-rate edu-
cation would have cost at either Oxford or Cam-
bridge.

I learned to smoke the Meershaum, to shoot
with the rifle, and use the broad-sword,—accom-
plishments in which the Germans decidedly
shine. Their rifles are first-rate, but their fowl-
ing-pieces are contemptible; they are vilely made,



6 A COMMISSION.

and shoot most execrably. It is an extraordinary
thing that the Germans cannot use the fowling-
piece with any degree of skill, while as rifle
shots they are unrivalled. I made the acquaint-
ance of the jagers at the Jager-hof at Hanover,
and was always invited to join the great boar
hunts in the royal forests, which are really worth
seeing.

In about a year and a half from the time that my
name was placed on the Commander-in-chief’s list
for an ensigncy, I was recalled home, and shortly
afterwards came the long wished-for missive from
the Horse-Guards, addressed to Ensign G—,
of the 31st Regiment of Foot, then in Bengal.
Never shall I forget the feelings with which I
rushed up to my mother’s room to show her the
important document. I felt I had my foot on
the first step of the ladder by which I was to
mount to the summit of my ambition. Had I
been made a peer of the realm I should not have
felt prouder than I did with that letter in my
pocket; and when my dear father bade me remem-
ber that the Duke of Wellington’s career com-
menced in India, and smilingly asked why mine
should not be as glorious, I thought not of the
weary years that must roll by, ere I could hope to
command even a company. I was an ensign,
that was certain :—and that I should shortly be a
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colonel, was equally so. Eight years seemed
almost an eternity in those days—quite the tran-
sition from youth to age;—yet eight years have
passed away, and I look back as if it were but
yesterday, at my boyish dream, and wonder what
my feelings then would have been could I have
foreseen that I should only have mounted the
second step of the ladder in so great a lapse of
time.

Fortunately the letter came after breakfast, or I
certainly should have eaten none that day. I
rushed at once to my tailor, and gave him no
peace until my uniform was sent home. On the
day it came there was a review in Hyde Park,
and I thought it would be a glorious opportunity
of shewing off my fine feathers; but I had to
send for the man of stitches to instruct me how
to put on my sword-belt and tie the sash, which
were quite beyond my comprehension. Down I
marched at last, feeling very uncomfortable in my
new habiliments which, with a total disregard of
comfort, I had ordered to be made exceedingly
tight. If I was not the finest fellow there that
day, I thought I was, and that was quite suffi-
cient for me.

I took good care to salute every private I saw,
after the manner common to young ensigns; and
returned home quite satisfied with myself, and
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the appearance I had made, nothing doubting
but that I carried with me the hearts of most of
the young ladies who had been unlucky enough
to see me.

A few days afterwards I had a far better oppor-
tunity of again indulging the world with a sight
of my fine clothes. I was presented to his late
Majesty, and had the height of my vanity grati-
fied by being saluted by the Life Guardsmen on
the stairs. I ran up and down two or three
times to make them do it again, and returned
home in a transport of delight, which I believe
none ever felt but young ensigns under similar
circumstances. I thought that every one at the
levee had had his eyes fixed on me, totally for-
getting that had that been the case, instead of an
Adonis, they would only have seen a short, stout
boy in a red coat, with nothing very remarkable
in his appearance in any way.

I could not bear my plain clothes after the
regimentals, and longed to enter on my new
duties ; so before the usual two months’ leave of
absence was expired, I reported myself to Cap-
tain B., then commanding the depét of my regi-
ment at Chatham garrison.

On joining the depdt I was at once handed
over to a serjeant to be initiated in the mysteries
of the drill of a recruit. This was a horrid bore.



RECRUITS’ DRILL. 9

The commencement was absolutely intolerable,
and rather disgusted me with the reality of my
new life. It really appeared so ridiculous for one
who certainly imagined himself rather a distin-
guished person than otherwise, to be with two or
three other ensigns stuck on the right of a squad
of very awkward recruits, dressed in precisely
similar jackets to theirs of coarse red cloth, and
leaden buttons, with a hectoring serjeant making
the most of his brief authority in such words as
these : —

“Now, Mr. A, head up, if you please, sir.—
Shoulders square, Mr. B.—Now, if you please,
gentlemen, attention—stand at ease—’tion.—
Now, gentlemen, if you please.—To the right.—
Too quick that time, Mr. A.—To the right—face !
—As you were! When I says as you were, I
means as you was,” &c. &c. &c.

This, however, did not last long ; and the best
thing a young man on joining can possibly do, is
to give his whole attention to it, and he will
soon be dismissed as perfect. It is a most
necessary ordeal, although young ensigns gene-
rally think otherwise; for no officer can possibly
reprove an awkward man in his company with any
effect when he is known to be deficient himself.

I should recommend young men who may be
gazetted to regiments in India, not to join the

B3
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depdt, but to obtain leave from the authorities at
the Horse-Guards at once to join their regiments.
This I believe is always granted on application, as
well as the government allowance of £95 passage
money, paid to the ship master with whom they
may make a bargain for a cabin. For this suma
passage may always bé obtained with a separate
cabin. The masters of ships ask more, but none
of them will refuse it if they find they cannot
persuade you into increasing the amount. Chat-
ham is decidedly anything but a good school for
young men. The officers are mostly strangers to
each other: here to-day and gone to-morrow ; and,
belonging as they do to so many different regi-
ments, will not be bothered with offering advice
to young men, which probably would not be
taken when they are not attached to their own
particular corps. This is different when the
regiment is joined. There is a species of free-
masonry among the members of every corps,
which will insure to the young recruit the advice
of experienced heads, whenever he is disposed to
seek it, and very often without his doing so, if
his seniors take an interest in him, which they
assuredly will do, in every gentlemanly and well-
disposed young man.

There is a subject connected with his voyage to
India to which I would direct the particular
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attention of the young recruit. I mean the
selection of his outfit. The persons who make
their livelihood by providing these things, invari-
ably persuade their victim that he will require hosts
of articles which he hardly ever heard of before,
or knows the use of, independently of giving him
at least three times the proper quantity of those
which are really necessary. And what with
soldering up in tin all those things which he is to
find so indispensable, and various other expedients
which they will use to swell out their bills, they
generally make the outfit amount to pretty nearly
the price of the first commission, and in some
instances I have known it exceeded. I will now
give a list of what is necessary for the comfort
and respectability of a young officer proceeding
to join his regiment in India:—

One regimental coatee

One pair epaulettes

One blue frock coat

One pair shoulder-straps

Two shell jackets, of cashmerette, or other light
materials

One cloth ditto

Materials for another of cloth, not made up

Four pair cloth regulation trousers

One sword

Two sashes
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One buff belt with breast-plate

Two forage caps

One chaco

Two sword-knots

One pair of pistols.

I have not mentioned linen, people having
different ideas respecting the quantity which will
be necessary for four or five months’ wear. Per-
haps six-dozen shirts, the same number of socks,
and four dozen of towels will be enough. A few
can always be washed on board, if your man
collects water in buckets whenever it rains, which
it frequently does about the line most heavily.

The full-dress coat is seldom worn in Indis,
not more on an average than four or five times
a-year. One, therefore, is quite sufficient. Not
so in England, where the officers dine in their
full-dress coats every day, wear them at many
parades, and mount guard in them. Under these
circumstances, it is of course necessary to have
two; one for all-work, and another to wear on
state occasions, when young ladies are to be
captivated at balls, dinner-parties, &c.

Nor is the blue frock much worn. In some
regiments officers never appear at parades in
them. The shell-jacket is worn at all parades
and duties of every kind; and, as red cloth is
very expensive in India, and difficult to be
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obtained, I recommend four to be taken out,
three made-up, and materials for another. At
mess, officers generally wear white jackets. These
should not be purchased in England. They are
to be obtained quite as well made in India, at a
quarter the price, and there is generally a regi-
mental pattern, which must be strictly adhered
to. White trousers should also be obtained in
India, the cost of them there, made of American
drill, which is the material always worn, is about
six or seven shillings a-pair. Those furnished by
English tailors will not stand three washings,
which indeed is the case with all articles made of
linen cloth,

The natives wash clothes very differently to the
method adopted in England. The dhobies, or
washermen, have a large board, purposely made
very rough on one side. This they take down to
the river, and after wetting the clothes, beat them
upon it. Indeed they often beat them between
two stones. Cotton cloth stands this pounding
pretty well, but linen is destroyed at once.

I would not recommend portable chests of
drawers to be taken out. They may be purchased
in Calcutta for about £3, equal to those which
cost £10 athome. The bullock trunks also are
made too large in England. No Indian bullock
could carry them when full. I have seen some
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on so large a scale, that I am sure it would be be-
yond the power of the wretched beasts commonly
procurable to carry even the empty boxes. A
very good pair can be bought in India, with straps
complete, for about £1 10s. I suppose a London
trunk-maker would charge £5 for inferior trunks.
Neither should expensive dressing-cases, or writ-
ing-desks be taken out; they invariably go to
pieces during the hot winds. No man ever thinks
of shaving himself in India. A native barber
comes every morning to perform that necessary
operation for a mere trifle per month. The best
description of writing-desk is a portable one of
Russia leather. A canteen, or portable iron bed-
stead, should never be taken out. They are totally
useless, and from their weight a great incum-
brance and expense; yet the outfitter will assure
the young officer that they are absolutely indispen-
sable, and that he could not possibly do without
them. The consequence is, that nearly every
ensign that joins takes out one of each, and after
probably paying about as much as they originally
cost for carrying them hundreds of miles about
the country, finds he can never make any use of
them; that nobody would take them even at a
gift, and that the cheapest plan for him to have
adopted at first, would have been to throw them
overboard during his passage out.
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A pair of pistols may be considered a most ne-
cessary part of an officer’s outfit. They should not
be too long and heavy. Barrels about six inches
in length, and twenty to twenty-four bore, I
should recommend as the best size. They should
also be furnished with spring-hooks at the side to
fit on a belt, and the triggers should be made to
pull exceedingly light, or they never can be used
with accuracy. A general fault with pistols is
their being made so excessively stiff in this
respect that it is impossible to keep the sight on
the object when firing. They ought to be pur-
chased of some eminent gun-maker, on whose
respectability dependance may be placed.

Nothing of this kind should ever be selected
from the stock of Birmingham rubbish with
which outfitters are in the habit of tempting
young and inexperienced persons going out.
They are generally got up in a very showy
manner, in smart cases, often with German silver
furniture, in order to catch the eye. Avoid them
—they are often unsafe, and never to be depended
on. If the outfitters can make them go off their
hands, they do not care if they never go off
afterwards ; and certainly in many cases it would be
desirable if they did not, they being more likely. to
injure the persons firing them, than any one else.

As every military man should know something
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of the manufacture of fire-arms, I should advise
those who desire information on the subject, to
purchase ¢ Greener on Gunnery.” Mr. Greener
I believe is a gun-maker at Newcastle, and
evidently a most scientific and superior man. I
was greatly gratified by the perusal of his book.
It affords abundance of most important informa-
tion, and will enable any man carefully reading
it, to defend himself from the chance of being
taken in by any of the many thousand unsafe and
rascally-made guns and pistols (often bearing the
names of our best makers) which are weekly
turned out at Birmingham, and not only distri-
buted over all the kingdom, but shipped out to
the colonies, where of course a reference to the
person whose name they bear is out of the
question. Many, for want of ability to detect
the imposition, have purchased them and lost their
hands, or been otherwise seriously injured by
using such vile imitations. Strange that people,
for the sake of a little gain should, with a total
disregard of the fatal consequences to their fellow-
creatures, continue to manufacture and proffer
for sale these regular man-traps.

A short period disgusted me with Chatham gar-
rison. There was no way of killing time, but
strolling down the town, and then strolling back
again, or playing at billiards from morning till
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night. Nothing in the way of getting up a flirta-
tion with a pretty girl at the pastry-cook’s, or any
other little amusement of the kind was known
of. These young misses who are generally so
susceptible in country towns, were here so ac-
customed to see soldiers at every turn, that they
absolutely thought nothing of them: a fact decid-
edly any thing but gratifying to the vanity of the
young ensigns, who had persuaded themselves
that they were not to be looked upon with impu-
nity, whereas they were reluctantly compelled to
admit that the belles of Chatham had seen, and
not fallen in love at once, or in fact ever dreamed
of such a thing. Even the servant maids did not
casta second look when the irresistibles passed the
door steps they were scrubbing.
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CHAPTER II.

Author embarks for India—Shipmasters on shore different
persons from shipmasters at sea—Reflections on leaving
home—Story of a shark—The flying Dutchman—Catch-
ing turtle in a calm—First sight of India—Pilot comes
on board—Anecdote of a tiger—Shooting at Diamond
Harbour—Arrival at Calcutta—Indian servants—Indian
cities—The beggars — Fakirs — Marriage processions —
Hospitality of the European residents of Calcutta.

THREE other young men who had been appoint-
ed to my regiment determined with me to cut
the dull life which we spent at Chatham, and to
go out to India at once. We accordingly applied
for leave to find our passage out to join the regi-
ment, thus making a pleasant party together. This
was granted, and we came to terms with the master
of a ship of 800 tons burthen, then lying in the
West India Docks. After some bargaining, we
each obtained a separate cabin for the government
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allowance, and in the month of October, 1836,
embarked at Gravesend, nothing doubting but
that we were going to the finest country in the
world, and that we should find the master the
same liberal, off-handed, and good-natured fellow
he appeared on shore. Infact, we considered our-
selves especially lucky in finding such a man,
whose sole pleasure, he informed us, consisted in
trying to make his passengers happy and comfort-
able in his ship, and to enliven the tedious mono-
tony of the voyage by every means in his power.
They were his friends, his guests; of course, he
could not afford to take them quite gratis, but he
made nothing by them—not he; no, the pleasure
of having friends around him at sea amply repaid
him for any pecuniary loss.

- No sooner did the Captain come on board than
the anchor was hove up, and we proceeded to
Portsmouth, where the remainder of the passen-
gers were to embark.

The night they came on board we had a severe
gale of wind, and were obliged to put back to
Ramsgate. The first part of our voyage was thus
rendered very unpleasant. Most of the passengers
were very ill, and I almost regretted the exemp-
tion from sickness which I enjoyed. Few of the
others could leave their cabins, and the dinner and
breakfast tables were deserted and unsocial. If I
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shut myself up in my cabin, I was disturbed by
the moanings and complaints of my neighbours ;
and if I went on deck every body seemed to think
me in the way. The sailors were scarcely recovered
from the drunkenness in which their last few days
on shore had been spent. All was bustle and
disorder. Nothing seemed to be in its right place,
and it was with some difficulty I pushed my way
to the poop, which was the only place in the ship
not occupied by dirty half-drunken sailors in noisy
debate,—ropes in indescribable confusion,—trus-
ses of hay,—hencoops, pigs, sheep, and passen-
gers’ luggage.

Never until now had I thought seriously of
the home and friends I was leaving—perhaps for
ever. I leant over the taffrail, and as I watched
the glimmering lights on shore, from which we
were fast departing, and listened to the moaning
of the wind, and the dashing of the waves under
the counter, I contrasted the cheerful fire, and
my own snug room in my father’s house, with the
dreary sea prospect, the comfortless cabin, and
monotonous imprisonment which awaited me
here. How I longed for one look at the book of
futurity !'—what was to be my fortune in the far
country to which I was going! and how many of
those dear friends to whom I had so lately bid
adieu, and whose kindness since my earliest remem-
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brance now rose in review before me, and forced
itself on my recollection,—might I have seen for the
last time !—The glad tones of welcome with which
they would have hailed my return to my native
land would be perhaps, ere then, hushed in the
silence of the tomb !

A few days of fine weather completely altered
the face of things. Those who had been sick
crawled out of their cabins, and seemed to recover
their health and spirits almost by magic, and we
now began to find out something of each other’s
characters. Some of the passengers were very
agreeable people, and seemed by their sociability
desirous of making the time we were to be to-
gether, hang as lightly as possible on our hands.
Others, as is always the case, were inclined to make
themselves particularly disagreeable and were dis-
posed to quarrel with everybody. These we soon
sent to Coventry, and they formed a party of
themselves, and tormented each other the whole
voyage. We invented a variety of means to
enliven the tedium to which we were exposed—
got up a weekly paper, and acted plays, the la-
dies assisting the latter by manufacturing the
dresses, and wigs.

In spite of all these contrivances, however, the
time passed slowly enough, and we found our
lit eral friend, the master, not quite the sort of
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person he had represented himself. The table
was kept in the most stingy and niggardly man-
ner, and the wines were execrable.

Sometimes we used to catch a shark, or har-
poon a dolphin, as he played under the bows; a
good deal of fun took place in overhauling the
locker of the foremost fish, as the sailors call
searching out what he has in his stomach. We
found all sorts of odd things that had been drop-
ped from the ship days before. There is no doubt
that these voracious sea monsters will follow a
vessel hundreds of miles on her voyage. The
sailors believe that when any person is sick on
board they never leave it, knowing from a pecu-
liar instinct, when the malady will prove fatal,
and the body be thrown overboard. The truth of
this I do not vouch for; but the sailors will en-
force their narratives with many examples which
are startling, if true. I heard a story which is
curious, and I do not think unlikely. The nar-
rator once sailed on board a ship, he said, in
which there was a very near-sighted passenger
who always wore a pair of gold spectacles. He
had forgotten to provide himself with a second
pair, before he left, and being a man of nervous
temperament, he was perpetually worrying him-
_self with the idea that by some accident or other
he should lose the only ones he had during the
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voyage, and thus be left for some time in a most
unpleasant predicament, not being able to see a
yard before him without the assistance of glasses.
Many and dire were the accidents which he was
sure would happen to him in the state of semi-
blindness to which he would be reduced, when
the barnacles were gone. In fact, he would be
afraid to venture on deck, being certain to walk
over-board, or fall down the companion-ladder ;
and how he should ever get into the boat which
was to take him on shore, when the ship arrived
at her destination, he knew not.

One day they were becalmed near the line, anda
large shark was seen by the officer on watch just
under the stern. All the passengers, our near-
sighted friend among them, rushed aft to see the
monster taken, a baited hook having been imme-
diately put over-board. In the scuffle which took
place, every one striving to get a good position,
down dropped the spectacles from his nose ; the
shark seized the glittering prize, and as if satisfied
with his acquisition retired under the counter refus=
ing the most tempting baits that were successively
offered him during the day. Towards evening a
breeze sprung up and away they went at nine or
ten knots an hour. The nervous man was now in
the situation which his morbid fancy had so often
presented to him, and the first part of his pre-
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sentiment having come to pass, he felt like a
doomed man, and seemed to await the fulfilment
of his destiny, which, he had persuaded himself,
was either to break his neck, or be drowned. He
locked himself up in his cabin, became moody
and reserved, and busied himself with arranging
his papers, and making various preparations for
his end. The captain, and others became serious-
ly alarmed, and attempted to rally him from this
monomania, but all to no purpose ; he shook his
head mournfully when they attempted to laugh
him out of it, and solemnly made answer, that
time would show he was a doomed man.

The wind about the line seldom lasts long, and
after five or six days’ fair sailing during which they
ran eight or nine hundred miles, the favourable
braeze died away,—the heavy sails again idly flap-
ped against the masts,—and again the usual list-
lessness which attends a perfect calm at sea erept
over the minds of every one on boards One of
the midshipmen who had gone aloft to see if he
could descry a sail or any thing else on the vast
expanse of water, on which they lay like a log,
sang out, that a shark was close to the vessel.
Again every body was on the gui wive, a hook
was soon baited and thrown over, and this time
greedily snatched at by John Shark. He was
soon hauled on board, and the business of search-
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ing his locker commenced with the usual curiosity.
The first thing they pulled out were the gold
spectacles! They were speedily taken down to
the hypochondriac below, and the change which
the sight of them made on him was miraculous.
He felt, he said, just what a man would, who
with the rope already round his neck, is reprieved
at the gallows’ foot, and at once shaking off the
fit of despondency and apprehension which had
clung so closely to him, he joined heartily in the
laugh which his former fears now raised among
his fellow voyagers. I give this story as I had it
and leave the reader to judge for himself how
much of it is true. In a shark which we caught,
we found a newspaper of later date than any we had
on board, and which was dried and read by all of
us, not having been at all injured by its adven-
tures. It must have been dropped from some
other ship, and swallowed by our eccentric
friend.

When off the Cape of Good Hope, we were
continually honoured with the company of number-
less Cape pigeons and albatrosses, which seemed
delighted beyond measure with us, and followed
_in our wake for many days. We caught a great
number, some of the latter birds measuring as
much as twelve feet across the wings. They are
easily taken with a baited hook, kept on the

c
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surface by a piece of cork and thrown over
the stern when the wind is light. The greedy
birds soon take the tempting morceau (generally a
piece of pork fat) and are hauled instantly on
board. It is singular that they immediately be-
come sea-sick, cannot rise from the deck, and are
altogether the most helpless creatures imaginable.
The sailors, who willingly eat anything in the way
of fresh meat at sea, made a variety of dishes
of their flesh. One of these, a species of stew,
T was foolish enough to taste, and certainly never
shall forget the atrocious flavour of the mess,
which was devoured with much apparent goit by
these amphibiee.

We doubled the Cape without seeing the flying
Dutchman, who the sailors say is always cruizing
in these latitudes. Our old boatswain told some
very terrific stories about him, all of which he
would swear were true; and I dare say he had
told them so often that he believed the greater
part himself. '

“ One night,” he said, “ when he was a young-
ster on board an East Indiaman, a severe gale
sprung up off the Cape. The wind was so strong
that two men were obliged to be stationed aft, to
hold the captain’s hair on his head, and the night
was so dark that the look-out men were obliged to
feel if their eyes were still in their sockets. The



FLYING DUTCHMAN. 27

hands were sent aloft to double reef the topsails, but
somehow or other the reefs came undone as soon
as they were tied. Suddenly they were hailed by
a ship just under their bows, sailing with every
stitch of canvass spread, directly in the wind’s eye ;
and he could distinctly see, from where he lay on
the topsail yard, her crew lying idly about her
decks, and smoking their pipes with the utmost
nonchalance, seeming to think the hurrican every
good fun. The hull, rigging, and the crew them-
selves shone like phosphorus in the gloom
around; and, by the lurid glare of the lightning,
he could observe that they were clothed in the
broad bottomed breeches, and sugar-loaf hats,
which are represented in the old Dutch prints.
On she came, as if she intended running them
down ; but her hail, which was repeated three
times, was not responded to by the Indiaman.
Suddenly, as a collision seemed inevitable, she
disappeared, but instantly afterwards was again
seen astern, sailing away in the very teeth of the
storm. This was the flying Dutchman; and no
sooner had she gone by than the difficulty of
reefing the topsails ceased, the gale abated, and
before morning they were again ploughing their
way, with a fair wind, across the trackless
ocean.”

Had Vanderdecken’s attempt at communication

c2
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been acknowledged, the boatswain informed us,
the ship must have been lost; the only thing that
saved them being the refusal of the captain, an
old stager, to answer the hail. Why the sailors
have this belief I cannot make out, as I never
could get it satisfactorily explained. I questioned
the ancient mariner very closely on this point,
but he could not enlighten me, being himself
perfectly satisfied that it was so, without troubling
himself about the reason.

In the Bay of Bengal we met with light winds,
and were once becalmed for a whole fortnight.
During this time the sea looked like an immense
mirror, and numberless turtles were seen basking
on its placid surface, their back shells being quite
dried by the heat of the sun. It wasintensely hot;
but we youngsters having no fear of coup de soleil
or fever before our eyes, spent the greater part of
the time in oneof the boats, sometimes harpoon-
ing, and sometimes turning these Aldermanic
delicacies. To effect the latter purpose, it is
necessary for the boat to be propelled by a scull
astern, in the quietest manner possible, while the
person who performs the operation kneels in the
head of the boat. When the turtle is within
reach, he gently leans over him, and seizing the
flippers on the farther side, suddenly turns the
animal on its back. It is then perfectly help-
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less, and is easily lifted into the boat. Care must
be taken not to go near its beak, for they bite
most ferociously. When we took them on board,
the sailors used to cut their throats, and drink the
blood, affirming that it tasted like new milk ; but
I suspect it must have required a very strong
effort of the imagination to arrive at this conclu-
sion.

The delay we met with here, rendered the
voyage very tedious. It is when the long-wished-
for port is within a few days’ sail, that people
become excessively impatient ; and the slightest
delay is almost insupportable. At last, however,
land was in sight, and certainly it was not the sort
of land I expected to see. Instead of the de-
lightful country I had pictured to my mind’s eye,
of verdant meadows, and tree-crowned hills, I saw
nothing but a long low bank of sand, stretching
away on either side as far as the eye could reach.
I was sadly disappointed. Can this desert, I
exclaimed, be the fairy East I have read of in
romance }— How different is the reality !

Towards morning a pilot came on board from
one of the Company’s brigs which we fell in with,
and we now began seriously to think our voyage
at an end. We passed Saugar Island, famed
for the number and ferocity of its tigers, and
presently a canoe filled with natives came along-
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side, who proffered for sale straw hats, and
various kinds of what they call fruit in India,
but which we at home should term very bad
vegetables.

The daring of the tigers about Saugar, when
pressed by hunger, almost exceeds belief. The
following singular adventure with one occurred
to the brother of an officer in my regiment. He
was in the Company’s service and was proceed-
ing on board one of the government steamers
up the Sundabunds, with a party of sepoys, in
charge of treasure. One night when they were
anchored as usual in the middle of the stream, he
was awoke by a great scuffling and tumult on
deck just over his head.  Thinking that it must
arise from an attack of robbers, who had made an
attempt to possess themselves of the rupees
under his charge, he seized his sword, and spring-
ing from his cot, rushed up the companion ladder.
No sooner did his head appear above the comb-
ings of the hatchway,than he received such a smack
on it as completely deprived him of his senses,
and sent him head foremost down again rather
quicker than he came up. On recovering him-
self, he found a tiger had boarded them, and that
after killing his bearer and two sepoys, and giving
him a facer that would have done credit to Tom
Spring, he had again betaken himself to the water,
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and swum ashore, apparently quite satisfied with
his own performance.  This is one of the many
well known instances of their boarding boats, and
killing, or carrying off a portion of the crews.

We were all impatience to get to Caleutta, as
the wind was in the favourable direction up the
river ; but the pilot assured us it was impossible
for him to take the ship up during the night,
as it was against the Company’s strict regulations.
This it appears was a ruse, to obtain possession
of some of our loose coin, as we were informed
shortly afterwards, that the pilot would take
the responsibility of violating the regulation on
himself, if a certain sum were handed over to
him as a consideration. The cunning fellow knew
well enough that our impatience would not allow
us to resist the imposition, and, accordingly,
we subscribed enough among us to induce this
conscientious functionary to proceed.

We got up to Diamond Harbour that night
when we came to an anchor, and early next morn-
ing, before the tide served, F— and myself bribed
some natives to put us ashore as we were impa-
tient to commence operations against the Indian
game. We, of course, shot at every bird we saw
and returned on board as they were heaving up
the anchor, with a motley collection of Paddy
birds, and mynahs, having enjoyed our sport
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very much; but were rather disgusted when
laughed at for a couple of griffs, by all the
old hands on board for wasting our ammunition
at such carrion.

No sooner had we landed at Calcutta, than “we
were surrounded by a host of servants in search
of situations, all fighting among themselves, and
disputing with the most vehement gestures,
accompanied by volleys of abuse on their respec-
tive mothers and female relations of every degree.
Most of these worthies spoke English, and ex-
tolled themselves, and ran down their rivals in
such terms as these :

¢¢ Master, want good servant? not d—n rascal
like that fellow there; I very good man. This’
servant for master — ’spectable servant: same,
like self.”

¢ Master not take that man; he one d—n
thief: master look here, plenty good character
got;” another would cry, displaying a number
of small pieces of paper, signed by different offi-
cers. One of these I had the curiosity to exam-
ine, and found the following attestation to the
honesty of the candidate for my service :

% The bearer of this, one Khoda Bux by name,
is the most infernal scoundrel under the sun; he
attached himself to me on my first landing, and
cheated me in every way he possibly could for
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- a week. On my finding out, and dismissing him,
he had the impudence to ask me for a character;
and I have therefore given him this, hoping it
may be of service towards giving any gentleman,
to whom he may offer himself, an insight into his

character.
“A. B., Ensign,—Regt., N. 1.”

With some difficulty we forced our way through
these harpies, but not before we had knocked one
or two of the most troublesome down. No sooner
had we got rid of them, than we were surrounded
by a host of palanquin bearers, who fought
desperately among themselves for the honour, or
profit of carrying us in their palanquins to our des-
tination. We settled this dispute by picking out
the four best, and then kicking the others away ;
and with four umbrella bearers, with their chat-
tahs, who had, unasked, attached themselves to
our persons, running alongside our palkees, we
were trotted off to Spence’s Hotel, where we
intended taking up our quarters.

Next morning we reported ourselves to the
Brigade Major at Fort William, and then pro-
ceeded to deliver the letters of introduction with
which we were furnished to the respective gentle-
men whose addresses they bore. These are tech-
nically called in India tickets for soup, as the

c3



34 CHINA BAZAAR.

bearer of one isinvariably asked to dinner ; which
is the only attention that people generally feel
themselves called upon to shew. Having got
through these preliminary engagements, we pro-
ceeded to the China bazaar,. our palanquins be-
ing attended by numbers of itinerant dealers in
pen-knives, razors, old books, and various other
commodities, the excellence of which they most
vehemently expatiated upon, as they pressed the
articles upon our notice.

Arrived at the bazaar, we were pounced upon
by a fat Bengalee, who seated us in his shop, and
provided us with a cheroot, and a glass of brandy
and water each before he unfolded his commo-
dities for our inspection. A whole posse of rival
dealers, meanwhile, besieged the door, and endea-
voured to persuade us by the most flattering
description of the excellent quality, and cheap
prices, of their own wares, to change our quarters.
As we did not want to purchase anything in which
they dealt, and only came to the bazaar in order
to pass away some part of the day, we did not
think it necessary to do so, but remained in our
comfortable situation, purchasing nothing, but
amusing ourselves with a scene so new to us;
our fat friend looking on us with a rather blank
countenance, when we assured him, in the
blandest tones, we were much obliged to him
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for his attention, and enjoyed his cigars very
much, although we did not happen to want any
article in the heterogeneous collection his shop
contained.

When we got tired of this, we again packed
ourselves in our palkees, and proceeded to the
bird bazaar, where we purchased a monkey each
and then returned to our hotel. I retired to my
room to dress for dinner, and was just washing
my hands when the door was thrown open, and a
respectably dressed native, followed by about
twenty others in various costumes, walked in.
On inquiring rather sharply the cause of this
intrusion, the leader of the gang threw himself
into an attitude, and addressed me in the fol-
lowing words :

 Master, new gentleman, just come—master
want servant—plenty too much very bad man in
Calcut. T one highly respectable man—I hear
master one very great sahib and want servant.
I go, save master trouble, and bring servant for
him. This fellow,” pointing to the first on the
list, “is master’s kitmutgar ; next fellow, master’s
washman. Two, three day, master buy horse,
that fellow take care master’s horse; next fellow
cut grass for same; and me,” laying his hand on
his heart, and making a low bow, “I master’s
head man; I take care of master’s clothes, keep
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his money, and do every thing for him, master
have no trouble at all.”

I could scarcely help laughing at the fellow’s
impudence, and found it difficult to get rid of
him, until I assured him if he did not speedily
make his exit, and take the followers he had so
benevolently provided for me with him, I should
be at the trouble of kicking him and his tail out
of the house. When he found I was in earnest,
he departed ; and I understood afterwards played
the same game successively on my three brother
officers, but without succeeding in seducing them
to take him.

Calcutta has been called “ The city of palaces,”
but why I cannot conceive. There is nothing
grand or striking in its appearance whatever.
The houses inhabited by the European residents
are large, and some of the shops in the principal
“streets good, but not to be compared with those
of London. I imagine it has acquired the name
by comparison with the other cities and towns in
India; and certainly they are immeasurably in-
ferior in every respect. People in England have
an idea that such places as Agra, Delhi, Benares,
and a few others, must be on a very magnificent
scale ; but they only differ from other towns by
having more inhabitants, and being infinitely
filthier. All Indian cities are very much alike.
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There is generally a long narrow street, with
shops on each side, which is called the bazaar.
These shops are occupied by dealers in grain,
copper-smiths, cloth-merchants, and manufactu-
rers of sweetmeats, of which the natives are im-
moderately fond ; and the manufacture of which,
therefore, is a profitable business.

The swarms of flies about these shops would
beggar description. They are bred in millions,
and are a most intolerable nuisance. At Delhi,
the air seems absolutely alive with them. The
sweetmeat-makers are always dirtier than any
other class of natives ; and to see them prepare
their dainty wares is absolutely disgusting. This
operation is always performed in public, and it is
difficult to imagine how the natives, after witness-
ing it, can make up their minds to eat these
mixtures of dirt, sugar, and perspiration.

The bazaars are always thronged with people
some purchasing goods, but more for the sake of
gossiping, and seeing what is going on. A great
nuisance in such crowded places are the Brahminee
bulls. These brutes, which belong to nobody,
and are worshipped by the natives, generally
take up their quarters in the grain-bazaar, and
help themselves out of the various baskets which
are exposed for sale by the dealers, who dare not
refuse them food. So bigotted are the people,
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that they would assuredly murder any one who
injured them; and the fact of one being killed
by a European or Mussulman, would be enough
to excite a whole province to rebellion. They
are turned loose, when young, as offerings to
Brahma in return for any benefit which his god-
ship may be supposed to have conferred upon
any individual or his family; such as recovery
from sickness, the birth of an heir, &c. &c. They
get very fat, and are often exceedingly fierce and
dangerous.

Numbers of fakirs or beggars also are always
to be met with in the bazaars. These scoundrels
are generally those .who, disliking work, take to
begging as an easier mode of getting their liveli-
hood. Their faces and bodies are marked with
different kinds of paint, which gives them a
hideous aspect. Their hair is commonly plastered
with cow-dung and ashes, and altogether they
cut a most disgusting figure. If denied the
alms which they solicit, or rather demand, often
in a most authoritative manner, they vent their
disappointment in torrents of abuse and curses.
The natives generally are induced by fearing the
consequence of a refusal to give them money,
although they assuredly never would do so from
any feeling of charity. I have seen another de-
scription of fakirs who are in the habit of muti-
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lating themselves in various ways. Some hold
their arms uplifted and hands clenched so long
above their heads that the sinews become stif-
fened, and they cannot move them down or in
any other direction, and the nails of their fingers
having grown through the backs of their hands,
protrude three or four inches from the flesh, more
like the talons of some wild beast than the nails
of a human being. Some stand on one leg for a
number of years, never changing their position,
until by disuse they can no longer move their
limbs. I saw a man near Ghazeepore standing in
this position under a peepul tree; and the natives
about the place informed me that he had not
moved for fourteen years. When I saw him, his
limbs were quite contracted, and were evidently
of no more use to him than if they had been
made of wood. He stood like a statue, and took
no notice of any one, great as was the number
of those who stopped to look at him. He asked
for nothing ; but I suppose he was fed by the
natives of a village adjoining, who no douht
esteemed themselves highly honoured by the
circumstance that so holy a man had taken up
his quarters so near them.

Marriage processions are another abominable
nuisance in these crowded thoroughfares. The
bride and bridegroom, both children, are carried
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about in palanquins covered with red cloth or
other finery. They are accompanied by a band
composed of natives, playing on wind instruments
of the harshest and most discordant tones, fol-
lowed by the eternal tom-tom or drum, and
aided by the vocal assistance of every person
engaged in the procession. These yell forth the
nuptial hymns at the pitch of their voices, and
each I fancy with his own version of the words,
imagination coming into play when memory fails.
The din may be conceived better than described.
I have known the natives, after they had been
engaged in a festival of the kind to be so hoarse
from their efforts that they could hardly speak
for a week.

The other parts of all Indian cities are alike.
They are composed of a mass of mud huts, built
in most admirable disorder, and in which live the
natives with their dirty wives and filthier chil-
dren ; pariah dogs and pigs making up the rest
of the population.

Some of the higher casts of natives are ex-
cessively clean in their persons and houses; but
they are seldom seen, as they live as privately as
possible, and do not generally like any one whom
they consider of an inferior race to themselves to
go near their dwellings, or come in contact with
them in any way.
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At Calcutta. I was invited to many parties, and
met with various very pleasant people. Among
these I shall never forget the hospitality and
kindness which I experienced from Mr. A——n,
one of the partners of the agency-house, to which
I carried out letters of credit. This gentleman
continually invited me to his house, and really
had he been a near relation of my own, instead of
a perfect stranger, he could not have shewn me
more attention. He is the prince of good fel-
lows, keeps a splendid table, and never is so
happy as when doing the honours of it to his
friends. Long may he live to adorn it, and en-
joy the large fortune which his industry has
gained him !
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CHAPTER III.

.March up the country—Shooting on the road—Sight of a
tiger—Killing a bear—A shot at a fakir—Making bear’s
grease—A sirloin of bear’s flesh—Pariah dogs—Jungle
fever—H.M. 49th Regiment—Dék travelling—Arrival at
Dinapore.

AFTER ten days’ stay in Calcutta, we resolved -

to proceed and join the regiment then sta-
tioned at Dinapore, nearly five hundred miles up
the country. Accordingly, F. and I determined to
march by land, while our brother officers made
up their minds to go by water up the Ganges, on
the left bank of which Dinapore is situated. We
anticipated no end of adventures with wild beasts
on the road, which lies, in many parts, through
thick jungles and forests. Bullets were cast by
wholesale, and every thing prepared to give the
gentlemen as warm a reception as possible, should
we be so lucky as to fall in with them.

The hot season was at this time approaching,
and the sun during the day was most oppressively
powerful. 'We, therefore, determined to move at
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night, and accordingly one evening after dining,
and spending a few jovial hours with our friends,
who wished us every success on our trip, we
mounted our horses, and started on our journey.
It was one of the moonlight nights which are so
bright and beautiful in India, so clear, that one
could have read the smallest print; while the
trees with which the road was lined, looked as if
they were tinged with silver. Our baggage had
preceded us the morning before, with orders

to halt at Augaparah, about ten miles from -

Calcutta, which is the usual march.

Our people were at the place appointed, and they
had prepared our beds in a half ruinous bungalow
on the side of the road. We slept soundly enough,
being tired after our ride, and the jollification
which we had enjoyed at Calcutta bhefore we
started ; so soundly, indeed, as not to be disturbed
by the jackals, which we afterwards found a most
intolerable nuisance. They howl in a most un-
earthly manner, and generally keep it up all night,
while they prowl about an encampment in search of
prey. The next morning a servant of mine who
spoke English, and who therefore was our factotum,
came and informed me, that this was the last bun-
galowwe should see for many days’march, and that,
therefore, it would be impossible to proceed with-
out tents, which we had never thought of. He,
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of course, according to the invariable custom of
the natives, never said a word about them until
we had left the place at which such things were
procurable. This was pleasant. There was no
help for it, however; go back we must and pur-
chase tents, notwithstanding our dislike at retro-
grading, after once making a start, and that with
the certainty of being laughed at by our brother
subs for our griffishness in going without such
necessary appendages.

While we were discussing this point, we were
surprised by the arrival of a detachment of Euro-
pean soldiers, who appeared on the ground, and
made preparations for encamping. These we
found out were a number of volunteers from the
20th Regiment, proceeding to join the 49th at
Hazareebaug. They were under the command of
a Captain T, of the 26th Regiment, a very excel-
lent fellow, who, on hearing of 6ur dilemma, most
kindly pressed us to make use of his tent, a very
large one, and by no means to think of going
back. He was alone, he said, and would be
delighted with our company. This obliging offer
we closed with at once, and afterwards felicitated
ourselves not a little on our luck in falling in with
the detachment. We soon discovered that, from
our complete ignorance of the country, the
manners of the people, and the language, we
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should have been exceedingly uncomfortable, and
exposed to every kind of ahnoyance from the
rascality of the natives, who had hired themselves
to us as servants with the intention of making
a pretty sum by cheating us on the road. They
did not seem at all to approve of the plan of
joining the detachment, and some deserted that
night, it not being worth their while to proceed,
now we had some person with us who was aware
of the tricks generally played off on griffs. The
greater number of servants who get situations
with young men in Calcutta, will only serve them
during their griffinhood. When they find they
can no longer rob with impunity, they leave their
situations, and go in search of another fresh hand,
whom they pluck in the same way. In this man-
ner, these scoundrels often manage to amass a con-
siderable sum of money, when they set up the trade
of usury, lending thoney at the rate of twenty-four
per cent interest, to young officers and others.
They have often been the ruin of thoughtless
youths who, had they not fallen into such hands,
would probably have become ornaments to their
profession. We rather rejoiced that the vagabonds
had made themselves scarce before they obtained
an opportunity of robbing us to any extent.

We proceeded on our march with great glee.
The soldiers were as fond of sport as ourselves,
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and went out with us every day to beat for game.
We had capital shooting at partridges, pea-fowl,
hares, snipes, and innumerable wild-fowl, and we
were rather an acquisition to the detachment,
which otherwise would often have been on short
commons : very little in the eating way, being pro-
curable at the wretched villages through which
we passed. After ten or twelve days’ march, the
country presented a wilder aspect, and became
jungly. Tall thick grass, interspersed with stunted
bushes, began to take the place of well cultivated
fields, and we now anticipated falling in with
nobler game than we had as yet been able to find.

We observed that the few villages which we
passed were stockaded round, to prevent the incur-
sions of the wild beasts at night. Several deer and
wild hogs crossed our path and were shot. One
evening, the camel drivers came running into camp
in great alarm. They had taken the camels to
drink at a jheel * a little way in the jungle, when
a tiger made his appearance for the same purpose
on the other side. They, of course, at once took
to their heels and could not be persuaded to go
back; but having pointed out the direction in
which they had seen the beast, we loaded our
rifles, and, accompanied by about a dozen volun-
teers from the men, started in chase. When,

* A lake or marsh.
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however, we arrived at the jheel, he had taken his
departure. We found the prints of his feetin the
loose sand, and followed them some distance into
the jungle ; but, as night was fast closing in, and it
was already so dark that we could hardly see ten
yards around us, we judged it prudent to return.
Our friend was prowling about the camp all night,
and in the morning we found he had killed a bul-
lock belonging to one of the hackeries,* which had
got loose from its fastenings, and strayed away
a short distance in the jungle to graze. F— and
myself remained behind next morning, and had
another hunt for the tiger, but were again unsuc-
cessful.

On arriving at the village of Ragonathpore, a
number of the natives came to our tents, and
complained most bitterly of the conduct of two
bears, which had taken up their residence in a
cave in a mountain close to the village. The
brutes had killed some, and mutilated others of
the inhabitants, who had fallen in with them
while collecting fire-wood, or searching for honey,
bees’ nests being common in the jungle, and of
these the bears are immoderately fond. I saw one
poor wretch who had been frightfully mangled.
He had been on the mountain, he said, searching
for honey, when the bear suddenly rushed on him

* Indian carts. ’
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and tore the scalp from the top of his head with
his claws, and otherwise severely wounded him.
This had occurred about a week before our arrival.

No sooner had we swallowed our breakfast,
than the guns were overhauled, and put in readi-
ness for instant service. We sent for the head
man of the village, who soon collected fifty or
sixty of the natives provided with tom-toms,* and

various other noisy instruments to act as beaters.

A party of the more respectable inhabitants said
they would accompany us; and they accordingly
came armed to the teeth with spears, swords, and
shields, and some few with bows and arrows;
others, in the excess of their zeal, had brought out
matchlocks, but they seemed to have such a vague
idea of how they were to be used, and carried
them in such a dangerous manner, generally
pointing at somebody’s head, that I decidedly ob-
jected to this part of the armament. I had, more-
over, no great opinion of the steadiness of our new
allies ; and even allowing that they did not shoot
any of us by accident on the way to the hill, I felt
pretty certain that on the least alarm in the jun-
gle, a shower of balls would be sent in every
direction but the right one, and that probably
some of the beaters would be shot, of which of
course we should get the credit. They were accord-
* A kind of drum.
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ingly though unwillingly left behind. Some of
the soldiers obtained a few spears in case we
should come to close quarters; and after a great
deal of noisy discussion on the part of our beaters,
as to the nearest route to Bruin’s residence, we
started. On arriving at the foot of the hill, we
made the natives sit down while we ascended
to reconnoitre the ground. We found a second
hill behind that which the bears were said to fre-
quent, and in a ravine dividing the two their foot-
marks were plainly discernible. From these we
could form a very good idea which way they were
likely to take when forced to break cover. There
we determined to take our stations in order to cut
off their retreat from a large thick tract of jungle,
beyond which, it was evident from the trail, lay a
favourite resort of theirs.

A sergeant who accompanied us was placed
at one end, while F— and I took up positions
about a couple of hundred yards apart, in the
ravine, where two well beaten tracks intersected
it, both evidently favourite runs. I had a
double rifle with me, and was attended by a
servant, on whom I thought I might depend,
with another double gun loaded with ball, which
he was to hand to me as a reserve,in case I should
not dispatch the brute with the first piece. A
corporal of our party, an intelligent fellow, was

D
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now sent back with orders to take the beaters
round to the other side of the hill, and extending
them across the whole breadth of the jungle, with
which it was covered, to beat directly down on us
and to order them to sound their trumpets, and
beat their drums with all their might on the way,
so as to drive every animal concealed therein from
his lair. He accordingly departed on his mission,
and I posted our native allies who were most
noisy subjects, and a great nuisance, where I
thought they would be least in the way, earnestly
entreating them to be as quiet as possible.

I had just returned to my station when I
heard our beaters on the top of the hill, and a
deer brushed past me, but so suddenly that I
could not take aim at him. The plot now
began to thicken, and shortly afterwards a bear
made his appearance in the ravine, about eighty
yards to my right, and I was in hopes he would
come my way, but was disappointed. He
turned down towards F ’s station, and I
heard both his barrels go off, and shortly after-
wards another shot from the serjeant at the end.
The beaters were now half way down the hill,
and the noise they kicked up was certainly suffi-
cient to have driven all the beasts out of the
country.

I was just moving down to F—— to hear

— o —
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what he had done, when I heard a tremen-
dous rustling and cracking of jungle in front of
me, and out came an enormous bear, right on the
path on which I was standing. We were within
five yards of each other, and the brute seemed
staggered by the suddenness of the unexpected
encounter, and for a moment inclined to turn
tail. The infernal din of the musical instru-
ments behind him, however, prevented that,
and he made a rush at me. I had taken aim at
his head the moment he appeared, and as soon
as he moved on the open path, I let fly and
dropped him on the instant; he gave one fero-
cious growl and expired. I had shot him exactly
between the eyes, and being end on, the ball had
passed through his head into his body, playing
no small havoc with his intestines on the way.
On looking round for my servant, he was no-
where to be seen, and on calling out to our
native friends I found they were missing also. I
climbed to the place where I had posted them,
and from thence had a good view of them running
as hard as they could lay legs to the ground in
the direction of their village; my aid-de-camp,
with the reserve gun and all my ammunition,
being of the party. They had evidently bolted
the moment the bear made his appearance, and
the young sportsman may take a hint from this
D2
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never to expect a native to stand by him when
there is any danger, or he may be left in an
awkward predicament. It is seldom, indeed, that
wild animals of any size are killed by a single ball,
and the plan which I always afterwards adopted,
was to take my reserve gun from the native, and
place it on the ground close by my station, always
taking care also to have some spare balls and
powder in my own pocket, It was then imma-
terial whether the nigger ran away or not. F
soon came down on hearing my shout, and from
him I learned that the other bear had got off, but
he thought he was wounded. We determined
therefore to follow him, and see if we could not
dispatch him also.

On arriving at the sergeant’s post, he in-
formed us that he had fired without effect,
and that Bruin had gone up the hill again,
finding so many enemies on his path. While
here, we heard a shout from the hill, which had
a perpendicular descent on this side, of about
twenty or thirty feet. On looking up, we saw
Bruin plainly enough standing on his hind legs in
a menacing attitude, and one of the beaters seem-
ingly paralyzed at his appearance close by him.
We could not fire, the man being between us and
the bear, but on our shouting to him he seemed
to gain confidence, and swinging his iron-bound




AN ACCIDENT. 53

latee* round, he gave the brute a rap on the head
with hearty good will. Bruin’s frontispiece, how-
ever, was thick enough to allow him to receive a
much harder knock with impunity, and he ad-
vanced evidently enraged, and with his mind made
up for mischief. The native retreated backwards
to the verge of the cliff, and, seemingly having com-
pletely lost his recollection in the present danger,
in spite of our shouts of warning, made another
step, and in an instant was over the precipice.
We ran to the spot and found him very
seriously hurt by the fall; he had also received
an ugly scratch from the bear and was unable
to speak, The other beaters soon crowded
round the place and said he was dead: but I
found he had life enough in him to clutch pretty
firmly some rupees which I putinto hishand. We
sent him home, and then wished to proceed to
the next jungle to which Bruin had been tracked.
No persuasions, however, would induce the na- -
tives to go in again; they had had enough of it.
In vain we offered them double pay, and pointed
out that the accident which had occurred was
entirely owing to the man’s own folly. Had he
moved on one side out of the way, instead of
attacking the bear, and then tumbling down the
precipice in his fright, we could have shot the

* A long club of the solid or male bamboo,
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animal from where we stood. All would not do:
one man had been killed they said, and though it
was very good fun for us to kill the bears, they
did not see any fun in being killed themselves.
It was useless to attempt to draw the jungle with-
out beaters, so we were at last reluctantly obliged
to give it up, abusing them most heartily for
their cowardice.

On looking round for something at which to
discharge my rifle before departing, I espied
what appeared to be a monkey seated on a rock
at the top of a small hill behind us. He was a
long way off, but I thought 1 would try a shot.
Accordingly I fired, but the ball struck short, and
the figure did not seem to take any notice of the
report. In order to rouse him from his apathy, I
elevated rather higher to allow for the distance,
and firing the other barrel, sent its contents this
time close under him. He was now evidently
alarmed, and starting to his legs, began to run
for it. To our astonishment, we now perceived
that what we had taken for a monkey was a man,
and I had very narrowly escaped sending him to
his last account, I was completely taken aback
on finding my mistake, and asked the natives
why they had not told me it was a man at whom
I was firing. They coolly answered that they
did not wish to spoil my sport, and that I might

~4 . ‘m

——— —— SN . Ao T el |




RETURN TO CAMP. 55

fire all day at the individual if I wished. He
was a holy man, they said, who always lived
on that rock, and never ate or drank anything;
and of course being so sacred a personage, he
could turn my bullets aside at his pleasure, and
1 should, therefore, never be able to hit him.
I was quite as well satisfied that I had not suc-
ceeded in my attempt, and his invulnerability on
this occasion doubtless added no little to the high
opinion which the natives had already formed of
his sanctity.

When we arrived in camp with our prize, we
were received with great acclamations by the
female part of the population of the village, who
crowded round the monster which was carried
on a pole by ten men. They called down bless-
ings without number on our heads for destroying
such a scourge to their country, and ended with
asking for a buxees, or present of money for
their good wishes. We were pleased with our
sport, and by the distribution of a few rupees
made them equally so with us; and they abused
their lords and masters heartily when we told
them that we should certainly have killed the
other, but for their want of courage. I setone of
the soldiers, who had been a butcher in his youth,
to skin the brute, which we found was six feet
nine inches high, when standing on his hind legs,
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measuring from the crown of his head to the
heel. Another of the men, who had been a hair-
dresser, collected all his fat to render down into
bear’s-grease. He presented me with a quantity
when it had undergone the necessary preparation.
It was genuine no doubt, and that was its only
recommendation, for it was nasty stuff, and I
should have been very sorry to put any such
filth on my head. The soldiers determined to
eat the flesh ; and as we had often heard of bears’
hams being such delicacies, we thought we too
would try him. Accordingly, a most noble sirloin
was cut out in professional style by our friend
the butcher, and handed over to our cook for the
morrow’s dinner ; orders being given him, how-
ever, at the same time to have something else, in
case of its not turning out quite as good as we
anticipated. The soldiers had a fine feast the
same day, and assured us that it was delicious;
and we certainly began to look forward to enjoy-
ing a treat. The morrow came, and in our im-
patience to taste the rarity, we ordered dinner an
hour earlier than usual ; and, after talking about
it all day, we at last heard the joyful announce-
ment that it was ready. We sat down, and the
sirloin, which we had already eaten in imagination
half a dozen times, was brought in. It looked
very well, but on taking the first mouthful, I

—C—
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looked at F—, he looked at T—, and he without
saying a word, seizing the long-expected delicacy,
threw it out of the tent. The flavour was horri-
ble : I never tasted any thing so abominable in my
life. It was fortunate that we had something
else for dinner; for eating the bear’s flesh was
out of the question. We had, however, a hearty
laugh at the way in which we had been taken in,
and were greatly amused at the sight of a party
of hungry pariah dogs, which had collected round
the smoking joint outside. Each in turn seized
it and attempted to carry it off: but each was
forced immediately to drop it with a burnt
mouth, snarling and fighting with the rest for a
bite at the corners, and places where it was
getting cool. In the midst of their strife, a half
starved mangy-looking brute that had carefully
kept aloof from the engagement, and maintained
an armed neutrality by shewing his teeth at every
dog that came near, watching his opportunity,
made a dash at the savoury bait, and regardless
of its being scalding hot, bolted off with his
prize at a pace that gave his outwitted com-
panions little chance of regaining it, although they
all joined most hotly in pursuit.

. The skin of the bear was a great prize, being
very black and handsome. I sent it to England
afterwards, and on my return had the satisfaction

p3
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of seeing it in excellent preservation, formed into
a rug for my mother’s dining-room.

A few days after this event, my sport was
spoiled by my being seized with a violent jungle
fever, attended with delirium, and other most
dangerous symptoms. In consequence of the
report made to Captain T. by the apothecary who
attended the detachment, he sent me by dak to
Hazareebaug, where proper medical assistance
could be obtained, that being the only chance of
saving my life. There was no palanquin to be
had, but the bearers made up a sort of a vehicle
with my charpoy* and some bamboos, which an-
swered the purpose. We were several marches
distant from the station, but my sturdy bearers
trotted along famously, being promised double
buxees; and in about eighteen hours I was set
down at the bungalow of the senior assistant sur-
geon of H.M. 49th Regiment, at Hazareebaug. 1
had never seen or heard of this gentleman before
in my life, but his kindness and attention could
not have been exceeded, had I been his brother.
I was very ill, almost at death’s door, when I
arrived. He immediately had a room in his
house got ready, and I was put to bed, and the
most active measures at once put into operation.
I was bled, leeched, and blistered, until I appeared

* A rude Indian bedstead.
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but a shadow of my former self; nothing but
this active treatment, I heard afterwards, saved
me, as I had inflammation of the brain from
coup de soleil. TFor a long time I was delirious,
and my life was hanging on a thread ; but, thanks
to God, and a good constitution, a favourable turn
took place, and I was in a fair way of recovery.’

One morning when in this situation, I was
surprised by a visit from Colonel Bartley, then
commanding the 49th. He had heard that a young
officer had been brought.into the station ill, and like
the good Samaritan determined to do all he could
to alleviate his sufferings. He had been down seve-
ral times to inquire how I went on; but until this
morning it was not considered prudent by poor
Robertson, who attended me day and night, that
I should see any one. No sooner had Colonel B.
come in, than he shook me by the hand, and in
his kind tones assured me how delighted he felt
on finding that the unfavourable symptoms had
. passed off. * And now, my dear boy,” said he,
“ a little ride every morning and evening will help
mightily to set you on your legs again. I have
two carriages, one of which I never use,so I
beg you will consider it quite at your service,
and it shall come down and fetch you every
day, as soon as the doctor will let you go
out.” Such conduct as this speaks for itself:
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it needs not, therefore, that I should make further
comment on it. Poor Bartley is dead now, and
although he was beloved and revered as a father,
by the whole regiment, none of them can regret
him more than I do. Poor Robinson, who
attended me so constantly and kindly, and who,
with God’s assistance, was the principal cause
of my recovery, is also now no more. He wasa
very old assistant surgeon, and was appointed
shortly after my illness, as full surgeon of the 9th,
and died while with that corps at Chinsurah, of
cholera.

When I began to get out a little, I experienced
the utmost kindness from the officers; they all
seemed like a set of brothers; a more pleasant or
united corps it never has been my luck to fall in
with. They have lately distinguished themselves
very much in China, and with such a commanding
officer, and such a feeling as there was throughout
the regiment, it never could be otherwise.

I remained at Hazareebaug about a month,
when being convalescent, and anxious to join my
own regiment, I took leave of my kind friends,
and having bought a palanquin, and laid a dék,
started on my journey one evening, and arrived at
Dinapore on the second day afterwards. This
dak travelling is very easy, and, when the journey
is not long, not unpleasant, although some people
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exclaim bitterly against it. It must certainly be
exceedingly disagreeable to those who cannot
sleep in a palanquin, and this is a general com-
plaint ; while on the contrary, I have always found
it exceedingly difficult to keep awake. When
about to make a journey of this kind, application
is made to the post-master of the station, whence
it is intended to depart. This must be done
some days before the intended journey, as he has to
send letters to the head men at all the stages
on the route, to warn them to have in readiness
eight bearers for the palanquin, one or two torch
bearers, and as many banghy burdars as are
ordered. These banghy burdars carry two petar-
rahs* in slings, at each end of a bamboo, and
run along-side the palkee. Of course, their
number is determined by the quantity of baggage
to be carried. People seldom take more than a
few clothes, and plates, and dishes, with eatables
sufficient for the journey. Two are, therefore,
the usual number accompanying each palanquin.
When the dék is properly managed, they time the
progress of the traveller so exactly, that the
bearers are always found waiting at the appointed
places; and they relieve the old bearers, and
trot away with the palanquin with scarcely any
delay. When a stage is completed, the relieved
* Small boxes,
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bearers expect a small present for themselves, in
addition to the expenses of the dik, which must
always be paid beforehand to the post-master. The
amount of buxees is determined by the manner in
which they have carried the traveller on their
stage. 'They generally get eight annas* four
annas, or nothing, according to their pace. The
set of eight bearers, which is the regular number,
continually relieve each other on the road, as only
four at once carry the palanquin. The usual rate
of this mode of travelling is three and a half miles
an hour, day and night, and costs about eighteen-
pence a mile.

On arrival at Dinapore, I was very kindly
received by all the officers of my regiment, who,
from the accounts they had heard of my illness,
never expected to see me there. I was still very
weak, and the commanding officer kindly informed
me, that I need not do duty until I had recovered
my strength. Idined at the mess the day I arrived,
and as I was still quite bald, my head having been
shaved during my illness, I have no doubt I was
the most singular looking recruit that had joined
the regiment for some time.

* An anna is of the value of three-halfpence English
money,
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CHAPTER 1V.

Sporting at Dinapore—Snipe shooting—Tiger hunting—
Indigo planters at Tirhoot—Anecdote of a lion—A tiger
hunter in an unpleasant situation—Jungle fowl—Runa-
way elephants—Jungle bees—Catching wild elephants—
Sagacity of elephants—Hog hunting—A pig-sticking
griff—Bobbery pack—Treatment of dogs and horses—
Syces and grass-cutters— Horse-dealers—Races—Sailing
on the Ganges—Anecdotes— Sporting griffs, &c.

DiNAPORE is a very bad station, very hot, and
but little shooting in the vicinity. There isa jheel,
however, on the opposite side of the river in which
I have bagged a good many snipe. In case any of
my readers should ever be stationed there, I should
recommend them to cross the river opposite the
church,and after passinganullah*whichlies about a
mile inland to continue their route straightforward
for about five miles, when they will find another
nullah, with rushes on each side. Let them turn up
the left bank of this, and shooting their way about
three miles, cross the nullah, which is not, in some

L]
* A small river.
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places, more than three or four feet deep, and shoot
back on the opposite side. It is not a first rate
snipe jheel, but a good shot may make a very fair
bag during this walk—from fifteen to sixteen brace.
Beyond this nullah again, about a mile, there
are some small jheels, which generally are full of
snipe; but they are not extensive. They may be
shot over in about two hours. I used generally
to leave them alone until I had beaten both sides
of the nullah, and then adjourned thither to finish
my day, and these jheels being the haunt of all
the snipes which are driven from the first place,
they were then very plentiful. But although
Dinapore has no good shooting close at hand, it
is a station most favourably situated for the tiger
shooter, being not more than ninety or a hundred
miles from the Terai, where the best tiger shooting
in India is to be had. Itis of no use to go out
after tigers until, the hot weather having com-
menced, most of the jheels and ponds of water
left by the rains are dried up.

Tigers are naturally of a hot constitution, and
the quantity of flesh which they devour makes them
more susceptible of thirst than most other animals.
While these pools and jheels are full, therefore,
the tigers are dispersed all over the country; but
when they become dried up, it is only necessary
to beat the jungle in the vicinity of nullahs, or
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places which are never dry, and the tigers will all
be found congregated there, while miles of ground,
where there is no water obtainable, are often
beaten by parties, who go home and complain
there are no tigers left in the country; when, had
they only hunted in the vicinity of water, they
would have had good sport.

The first trip I ever had with a regular tiger
shooting party, was from Dinapore. A gentle-
man who was in the habit of going out invited
F. and myself to join him in a month’s excur-
sion, to which, of course, we most readily assented.
Having obtained leave, therefore, we laid our ddks
to Betteah, seventy miles from Dinapore, where
we were to meet Mr. J., and one morning, directly
after muster, stepped into our palanquins, and
started on our journey. We went on well enough
until we arrived at Mazufferpore at 12 o’clock
that night. Here the bearers put us down, and
informed us there was no relay waiting. Fortu-
nately, the post-master of this station had formerly
been doing duty with our corps as assistant
surgeon, and as he was a very good fellow, we
determined to go to his house and knock him
up to see if we could, by his means, be spared
farther delay on our journey. He informed us
there must have been some very bad management
on the part of the post-master at Dinapore, as he
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had received no notice of a dik being required,
and he was quite sure there was none laid. He,
therefore, recommended us to have our palanquins

brought to his bungalow, while he ordered beds:

for us to sleep there, and in the morning he would
do his best to forward us. This was pleasant,
after having paid our money for the whole distance
to a government functionary; but there was no help
for it,and we accepted our friend’s kind offer with
thanks. Next morning he gave us alift in his buggy
fortwenty miles to Mooteearree, where he informed
us a most capital fellow, Mr. T , an indigo
planter, resided. Some shooting might be had at
snipes and wild fowl, and while we were engaging
ourselves in that way, our palanquins were to be
brought on’by a number of bearers who would
take us then to Peprah, some thirty miles farther.
A princely fellow, indeed, we found Mr. T. He
was delighted to see us, and the snipe shooting
was first rate. I never saw such thousands of
these birds in my life. The marsh was very ex-
tensive, and they got up in clouds, so many at
once, that we hardly knew which to fire at. After
this capital sport, we returned to dine at T°s hos-
pitable mansion, and that evening took leave of
our liberal host, who warmly pressed us to stop
the month out there.

We arrived next morning at Peprah, and with
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the assistance of another indigo planter there,
obtained a fresh supply of bearers .to take us
to Betteah, where we found our horses waiting.
Mr. J. had gone on, leaving word for us to join
him at Boggah, some twenty or thirty miles
farther. We breakfasted at Betteah, and there
mounted our nags and proceeded, but lost our
way; and after riding about the jungle all day
got into Boggah late at night, tired to death, and
hungry as hunters. From this place, we found
Mr. J. had again moved on; and consequently
we could get nothing to eat. His encampment
was eight miles further on in the jungle; our
horses were knocked up, and we had nothing for
it but to bivouac under the trees for the night.
In the morning we rode on, and met Mr. J. just
going out. He had killed a tiger the day be-
fore, and we found our howdah elephants all
ready with fourteen others for beaters. The
howdah generally is made something like the
body of a phaeton. The sportsman sits in the
front seat, and on each side of him, are two
divisions for the butts of his guns, the barrels of
which rest upon a kind of splash board in front,
in which grooves are made to admit them. There
is a door on each side of the front seat, which is
secured by strong iron hooks. In the seat behind,
a native is placed, whose business it is to hold an
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umbrella over his master’s head. Some people
have their guns loaded by these men; but I
should decline trusting that operation to a native.
The howdahs thus described are liable to many
objections. The doors weaken the frame very
much, and frequent accidents have occurred to
sportsmen, when leaning over the front piece
to get a shot, by its giving way, and precipitating
them into the jaws of the infuriated animal.

An accident of this kind occurred to an officer,
when lion-shooting. The front of his howdah
gave way, and he fell close to the lion, which
immediately seized, and walked off with him.
I do not exactly know how he was rescued from
this perilous situation; but he used to tell the
story at mess, and amuse everybody very much
by the quaint way in which he related it. 1
was worse off than Daniel,” he used to say, * for
Daniel was in the lion’s den,—but by Jove, I was
in the lion’s mouth.”

When in Calcutta, I saw another officer who
had been carried off by a tiger, and was only
saved by his extraordinary presence of mind.
I believe he also fell into the jaws of the brute
by his howdah giving way; but however that
was, the tiger seized, and carried him off. His
friends were afraid to fire at the beast, lest they
should kill the officer. Fortunately, he had a
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brace of pistols with him; and, while the tiger
was taking him away, he drew one and discharged
it into his body. The only effect which this
produced, was to make the savage beast clench
his teeth still deeper into the flesh of his victim,
and growl with rage. But one chance now was
left, and our friend was resolved to make the
best of it. By getting firm hold of the long
hair about the neck of the animal, he managed
to work himself round in the tiger’s mouth, so
as to be able to feel with his hand where the
heart of the monster beat strongest, and firing
his remaining pistol in that place, killed him on
the spot. His friends attracted by the shots
came up, and found him senseless, and the tiger
dead. The gentleman recovered, however, but
was always lame, from the dreadful lacerations
he had received.

The best howdahs are those made without
doors, of a strong wooden frame, covered with
buffalo hide. It is easy when mounting to step
over the side, and this plan precludes the possi-
bility of the front coming out. Four guns are
necessary for the howdah, two on each side, and
it is most convenient to have them of the same
bore. 1 have found great trouble when a tiger
was on foot, and I was loading in a hurry, from
the bullets being of different sizes, getting one
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now and then stuck half way down the barrel,
with no means at hand of drawing it up again,
and thus having one or more guns rendered
useless, at the very moment when they were
most required. A rifle is a most useless weapon
for tiger shooting. It takes so much longer to
load than a smooth bore, without any correspond-
ing advantage, as all tiger shooting is at close
quarters. If the brute charges, he is seldom
fired at a greater distance than twenty yards;
indeed, in most places the jungle is so thick
that it would be difficult to see even an elephant
at a greater distance.

After breakfast, we stepped into our howdahs,
and forming the fourteen pad elephants in line,
began to beat the jungle. We disturbed numbers
of different kinds of deer, wild hogs, pea-fowl,
partridges, and various kinds of game, including
many jungie fowl. These beautiful birds are
our common fowl in the wild state, and are the
gamest looking birds I ever saw. I used frequent-
ly to fancy myself in an English farm yard,
when I heard them crowing in every direction
round our tents. We passed many fresh car-
cases of bullocks and deer, in the high grass,
which had been killed by tigers; but we were
not successful in finding any of those beasts that
day. The fact was, we were too early in the
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season, and we therefore determined to shoot
every thing that came in our way, instead of
attending to the usual restriction of tiger parties
—which prohibits the shooting anything but the
nobler prey.

The next day we killed a boa constrictor, twenty
two feet long; and towards the evening J—
who was in the centre of the line, got a shot at
and wounded a tiger in some high grass, The
brute took to the left where F-— was stationed;
but the moment he broke cover, F—’s elephant
bolted. F—’s attendant, by some carelessness or
other, at this moment allowed the umbrella to
drop on the stern of the elephant. The terrified
brute I suppose thought it was the tiger that had
sprung on him, and giving the unfortunate um-
brella a kick with his hind leg sent it flying into
the jungle. During this confusion, the tiger made
his escape, and the evening closing in, we were
obliged reluctantly to leave him; it was however
only for a time, as on a subsequent day J— killed
him, and found he had hit him on the former oc-
casion upon the hip. The place had festered, as
is usually the case when these brutes are wounded,
and he would no doubt have died from its effects.
It is no trifling affair when an elephant takes it
into his head to run away, which they often will
on the sudden appearance of a tiger. It does not
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much matter in grass jungle, but such an event
has occurred to me twice when in a thick tree
jungle. The first time, the animal bolted justas I
was leaning over the howdah to get a shot, and
wheeling suddenly round, I very narrowly escaped
being thrown out. He went off at a rattling pace,
breaking down all the trees in his way. I was in
a very dangerous predicament, being elevated
among the branches, some of which I expected
every moment would dash my brains out. At one
sweep all my guns were knocked out, and I then
got under the seat of the howdah, which being for-
tunately very strongly made, stood the blows
pretty well.

When the animal was at last brought up by a
large cotton tree against which he got his head,
but could not break down, I emerged from my
place of shelter, and found the front of my how-
dah much damaged by the blows it had received
from the branches of the trees, during our unma-
nageable charger’s run. To regain my guns was
. not very easy, and occupied me a long time. The
elephant had got over nearly a mile of ground be-
fore he was stopped. The gun which I was in the
act of firing when he started, I was obliged to let
fall at that moment, in order to save myself from
being thrown out. It had fallen in a marshy
place, and the barrels were stuck nearly two feet
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deep in the soft earth, both locks being on full
cock. Strange to say, neither had gone off with
the concussion of the fall. We were not very
successful with the tigers on this trip, but shot
quantities of deer, hogs, and small game.

I should recommend any person starting from
Dinapore to send his elephants, horses, tents, in
fact, his whole establishment to Betteah, and
go to that place himself by dék, taking care that
his arrangements are made rather better than
mine were in this respect. From -Betteah, he
should march as far as Muttanpore, which he can
do in four days easily, before he attempts to beat
for tigers; but when there, he will find ample
work for a week. Many tigers have been killed
at Muttanpore, and there are always some about
that part of the country. I once fell in with four
lying together in the grass at this place. From
Muttanpore he should cross the Gunduk river to
Busei, and in the Jhow jungle there, he will
assuredly find two or three. I was once beating
this jungle when mounted on an elephant belong-
ing to the Rajah of Betteah, and the mahout*
informed me that some time before, Colonel W—
of the European Regiment, a famous tiger shooter,
had been on his elephant in the same place,

* A native who has charge of the e'ephant and who
manages him on all occasions, '

E
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and that in two mornings he had killed nine
tigers.

At Busei there is a gwallor, or herdsman, by
name Ramdeall. This fellow knows the haunt of
every tiger in the neighbourhood, and for a
buxees will not fail to point out where sport
may be had. It is necessary in this place, and
in fact all over the Terai,* to carry a couple of
blankets in the howdah, in case of being attacked
by the jungle bees. These little wretches are the
most ferocious animals I ever saw. Should one
of their nests, by any accident, be overturned
they sally out in swarms, and attack both ele-
phants and men. The only plan to adopt, is
immediately to wrap oneself up in a blanket,
through which they cannot sting. I once met a
gentleman who informed me he nearly lost his
life for want of this precaution. The bees at-
tacked him in millions, and stung him so severely,
that he was for a long time confined to his bed.
I once was out when a wounded tiger upset a
nest of these pestilent little insects. They, as
usual, attacked every body, and drove our whole
line back in disorder ; but I was fortunately pro-
vided with a covering to defend myself from their
tiny weapons. Several of the elephants, however,

* The name of an immense tract of jungle which is a
notcrious resort of tigers, and other kinds of wild beasts.
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became outrageous, and a friend of mine was
thrown out of his howdah. Some time elapsed
after we had rallied our forces at a distance,
and returned to the spot, before we could find
him in the jungle. Happily he was unhurt.

From Busei, it will be advisable to go on
up to the bank of the river, which swarms with
alligators to Bowar. When I was at this place,
I met a European gentleman who had obtained a
grant of land from government, and proposed
cultivating it. He was at this time living in a
tent with a few servants; but how he has suc-
ceeded in his speculation, I know not. He ap-
peared a very agreeable person, and happy to give
every information in his power. On a second
occasion, when 1 was in the Terai, I again met
him, when he informed me that he had built the
walls of a bungalow. and had only to roof it in,
when one night a herd of wild elephants came
down, and before morning destroyed all that his
people had been for months employed in erecting.
At Bowar there are always a few tigers, and
the deer are innumerable. They start up in the
grass jungle, at almost every step the elephants
take.

About nine or ten miles from Bowar, is a
nullah, called the Boggalee Nuddee. At this
place, I remember once being out with a party

E 2



76 PELLET-BOWS.

when we killed six tigers in one afternoon. We
encamped at a place called Teekah. There is a
Nepaulese village here, the inhabitants of which
are very civil and obliging. They are great
hunters, and often kill the largest animals, even
tigers, in their nets. The nets which they employ
are made very strong, and a considerable extent
of jungle may be encircled with them. When
this has been done, a number of large dogs are
turned in to beat out the wild animals that may
be inside. These, on rushing violently forth, are
of course entangled in the nets, and the natives,
who remain outside armed with heavy iron-shod
clubs, soon close round them, and knock their
‘brains out, before they can free themselves from
the toils. I was much amused with the activity
of the fellows whom I saw engaged at this work.
They also use the pellet-bow, with great accuracy
of aim. These bows, with the exception of the
string, are precisely like those used for arrows.
They have a double string, and in the centre a
small cradle is made of platted hemp, or some-
thing of the kind, to receive a ball of clay baked
in the sun, This, when the bow is drawn, is
discharged with great force. I met a man one
day in the jungle, who knocked some pigeons and
other birds off the trees at astonishing distances
with one of these machines.

»
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The village of Teekah is somewhat beyond the
boundary marks of the Company’s territory ;
which is denoted by a chain of pillars of brick-
work running across the Terai. On one of these,
near Bowar, appears the name of the famous
Lieutenant John Shipp* cut out with a knife,
or other instrument. '

In the Terai are many wild elephants. I never
fell in with any myself, but have frequently seen
their tracks. Many are caught by the natives
employed by the Rajahs residing near that part
of the country. A gentleman whom I met at
Goruckpoor, informed me he had been out several
times and seen many taken. He described the
mode of capture, as follows:—In the rainy
season, at which time the wild elephants are
very numerous in the Terai, the hunters go out
on two or three very powerful tame elephants,
provided with some strong ropes. There is
no howdah, or pad of any kind on their backs,
so that it requires some degree of skill for the
riders to hold on. They then go in search of a